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ABSTRACT1078–5884/00A Rare Case of Brachial Artery Obstruction:
Possible Link with Pergolide
M.F. Meek,1 A.J.K. Grond,2 F. Ubels,3 K.N. van Dijk4 and D.C. Busman11Department of Surgery, Medical Center Leeuwarden, H. Dunantweg 2, 8934 AD Leeuwarden, 2Laboratory of
Public Health, Department of Pathology, Jelsumerstraat 6, 8900 JA Leeuwarden, Departments of 3Internal
Medicine, and 4Hospital Pharmacy, Medical Center Leeuwarden, H. Dunantweg 2, 8934 AD Leeuwarden,
The NetherlandsWe present a case of a 51-year-old man, with an unusual occlusion of his brachial, radial and ulnar artery. Salvage of the
extremity was achieved with a saphenous vein bypass from the axillary artery to the brachial artery at the elbow and
subsequently a jump graft from the distal part of this bypass to the radial artery: histological analysis of the ulnar artery
showed constriction of the vascular lumen by media-hyperplasia reminiscent of the medial fibroplasias-subtype of
fibromuscular dysplasia. The brachial artery showed intimafibrosis and myxoid changes. These observations suggest a drug-
induced or toxic cause, most likely to have been caused by pergolide. The precise mechanisms by which pergolide mediates its
adverse vascular effects are unknown but may be related to ergotism. This type of side effect of pergolide has not been
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